FASCISM  AND   THE   TEACHERS                 161
was a title of preference for better appointments and rapid ad-
vancement. The merit of making the pressure effective was very
much that of the Supervisors of Studies, who, working on instruc-
tions or on their own initiative, collaborated as much as possible
with the political authorities. By far the most effective method
for conquering the teaching class was gradually to exclude from
this profession all those who did not give definite guarantees of
Fascist faith. In 1927 it was decided that candidates for univer-
sity appointments should be accepted only if they had a * correct
moral and political behaviour'. In 1930 the confirmation of the
venia legendi to the private teachers was made subject to informa-
tion on their political attitude. In 1932 the fact of belonging to
the Fascist Party was legally considered a preferential title for
appointments to schools. Finally, in 1933 a decree was passed
according to which an essential condition for admission to any
kind of regular post in the State administration was membership
of the Fascist Party.
This last measure was not sufficient to bring about even a
superficial' Fascistization' of the whole body of teachers. Many
of those who had been appointed before 1933 kept their indepen-
dence, No sweeping order came for all to decide whether they
preferred to become Fascists or to go. But the threat that this
might soon be the case had the effect of making the large majority
of teachers enter the Party whenever possible. The need for
teachers may have dictated this policy of incomplete compulsion.
On the other hand there was always present in Fascism, side by
side with the tendency to become an organization embracing all
Italians, the opposite tendency of considering the Party as an
elite. This accounted for the * shutting of doors *, which several
times prevented anyone from entering the Party except from the
youth organizations. For the same reasons special favours were
given to the Fascists pre~marcia (those who had belonged to the
Party uninterruptedly since the time before the March on Rome)
and especially to the Sansepolcristi (the few who had founded with
Mussolini the first Fascia at the meeting of Piazza San Sepolcro,
Milan). Since 1932 these privileged 'pioneers* had been allowed
to take part in some competitions even if they lacked the proper
qualifications. From 1934 to 1938 a series of decrees was issued
extending to them the many privileges previously enjoyed only
by former soldiers of the World War.
Apart from the teachers appointed before 1933, the supple-
mentary teachers were not requested to be members of the
Party; but the headmasters and Supervisors had to inform the
Minister as soon as possible about their political attitude. A few
years later, however, even this loophole for young non-Fascist
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